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rather to evil surroundings and mal-education, often continued through 
succeeding generations. Signor D'Alfonzo writes thoughtfully, and puts 
his case with force and clearness, but the whole question is too difficult and 
complicated to be disposed of summarily. As a protest against rash the- 
orizing and hasty assumptions as to the nature and extent of transmis- 
sion by inheritance his little book may do good service. 

E. Ritchie. 

Christus in Ecclesia. Sermons on the Church and its Institutions. By 
Hastings Rashdall. Edinburgh, T. & T. Clark ; New York, Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1905. — pp. xii, 364. 

The twenty-five sermons contained in this volume deal with such topics 
as the Church, the sacraments, the priesthood, prayer, the scriptures, 
missions, and the relations of church and state. The discussions have 
reference throughout to contemporary movements and controversies within 
and about the Church of England. The author's point of view is that of 
a broad churchman, opposed to every species of ecclesiastical narrowness, 
but at the same time profoundly convinced of the necessity and importance 
of organized religious institutions for the spiritual and moral life of the 
individual and of the nation. The breadth of his sympathies includes 
a high appreciation of the Oxford Movement on its practical and religious 
side, particularly of its enrichment of the idea of worship, and as catholic 
an attitude towards nonconformity as is perhaps possible for one believing 
in the expediency, but not, in any narrow sense, the special privilege of 
the establishment. A significant expression of the author's theological 
affiliations and general point of view is the sermon on the Broad Church 
Party delivered before the members of the Churchman's Union for the 
Advancement of Liberal Religious Thought, at their first annual meeting, 
in 1899. 

The whole volume breathes a spirit of enlightenment and comprehensive- 
ness. While not a work in technical philosophy, and, therefore, not falling 
within the scope of this Review for extended notice, it is distinctly of 
value to the philosophical student as an illustration of how a philosophically 
trained mind may contribute to clarify and settle the practical, as well as 
the more purely theoretical, religious problems of our time. In literary 
quality, too, as well as in matter and tone, these sermons commend 
themselves to the discerning and sympathetic reader. 

H. N. Gardiner. 

Smith College. 
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